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high place and showed him in
an instant all the kingdoms of
the world.
him, “I will give you all their
authority and splendour; it
has been given to me, and I
can give it to anyone I want
to.
will all be yours.
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8

written: ‘Worship the Lord
your God and serve him
only.’”
Luke 4:5-8

CONTEXT

1

JAMES

JAMES

- Who was he?

- Who for and why?

James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ,
To the twelve tribes scattered among the nations:
Greetings.
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Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters,
whenever you face trials of many kinds,
3 because you know that the testing of your
faith produces perseverance.
4 Let perseverance finish its work so that you
may be mature and complete, not lacking
anything.
James 1:2-4
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Threats
Legal prohibitions
Economic sanctions
Loss of educational
opportunities
Loss of employment
Loss of property
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Physical abuse
False accusation
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officials
Disowned
Dislocated

Kidnapping
Forced labour, slavery
Forced conversion
Imprisonment
Re-education camps
Physical torture;
beatings, flogging,
burned, rape
dismembered
Hiding, isolation,
wanderings
Murder
Execution
Holocaust, genocide
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Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters,
whenever you face trials of many kinds,
3 because you know that the testing of your
faith produces perseverance.
4 Let perseverance finish its work so that you
may be mature and complete, not lacking
anything.
James 1:2-4
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Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great
cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that
hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let
us run with perseverance the race marked out for us,
2
fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter
of faith. For the joy set before him he endured the
cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right
hand of the throne of God.
endured such opposition from sinners, so that you
will not grow weary and lose heart.
Hebrews 12:1-3

3
4

perseverance, character; and character,
hope.
shame, because God’s love has been
poured out into our hearts through the
Holy Spirit, who has been given to us.
Romans 5:3-5
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Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters,
whenever you face trials of many kinds,
3 because you know that the testing of your
faith produces perseverance.
4 Let perseverance finish its work so that you
may be mature and complete, not lacking
anything.

If any of you lacks wisdom, you
should ask God, who gives
generously to all without finding
fault, and it will be given to you.

James 1:2-4

James 1:5
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WHY GOD?
WHY IS THIS HAPPENING TO ME?
God’s perspective?

Wisdom

this storm?
maturity?

Godly wisdom
vs
ungodly wisdom

For the Lord gives wisdom;
from His mouth come knowledge
and understanding
Proverbs 2:6
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Knowledge learns about God

Having wisdom is not only learning
about God, but loving God with
everything.

5

If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask
God, who gives generously to all without
finding fault, and it will be given to you.
6 But when you ask, you must believe and not
doubt, because the one who doubts is like a
wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the wind.
7

anything from the Lord.
double-minded and unstable in all they do.
James 1:5-8

12

trial because, having stood the test, that
person will receive the crown of life that the
Lord has promised to those who love him.
James 1:12

…Be faithful until death, and I
will give you the crown of life.

…fixing our eyes on Jesus, the
pioneer and perfecter of faith.

Revelations 2:10

Hebrews 12:2

Growing in maturity
Growing in wisdom
Growing in faith

Growing in maturity
Growing in wisdom
Growing in faith
There is joy in the journey.
And it starts with looking to God,
asking Him for wisdom to endure these trials
and you will be mature and complete.

