ADVENT

preparing for Christmas,

WELCOMING

Therefore welcome one another as Christ has
welcomed you, for the glory of God.
Romans 15:7

Some translations say “accept” — but the Greek is more the idea of “welcomed” — welcoming is diﬀerent than just merely accepting.
And there’s two parts to this. And we then can understand, what it means for us to be welcomed by Christ.
1. Welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God
2. How has Christ welcomed you? When we talk about Advent, a lot of times we’re thinking about what it meant for us to welcome Christ
into this world. Christmas is the arrival of Jesus into this world. But it’s not us welcoming him. — it’s him welcoming us.
3. Jesus’ arrival in Bethelehem, was God’s fulfilment of a promise he’d made years before. It was God, bringing his story together.
Because God, in his perfection, sent Jesus to be born to earth, for God to become man — Jesus is the way that we can be welcomed to
God again.
4. What does it mean to be welcomed by Christ?
5. Welcome to the family. — Children of God
6. Welcome to the new job. — Disciplemakers
7. Welcome to the country. — Ambassadors
8. Welcome to new life — Walking in the light

What does it mean
to be welcomed
by Christ?

1.Welcome to the FAMILY

Children of God

2.Welcome to the JOB

Disciplemakers

3.Welcome to the COUNTRY

Ambassadors

4.Welcome to new LIFE

Walking In The Light

5. Welcome to the family. — Children of God
6. Welcome to the new job. — Disciplemakers
7. Welcome to the country. — Ambassadors
8. Welcome to new life — Walking in the light
The amazing thing is, Jesus’ arrival is his invitation to Us. Come and join him. Because of his life and his sacrifice, it means he is
welcoming us into his family.

I N V I TAT I O N

We have the herald of the angels.
We have the star in the sky.
These miracles aren’t just miracles for miracles sake. It’s not just about God trying to show oﬀ.
It’s about him saying, come and see, come and know, come and receive, come and believe.

WILL YOU
RECEIVE?
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into this world. Christmas is the arrival of Jesus into this world. But it’s not us welcoming him. — it’s him welcoming us.
3. Jesus’ arrival in Bethelehem, was God’s fulfilment of a promise he’d made years before. It was God, bringing his story together.
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7. Welcome to the country. — Ambassadors
8. Welcome to new life — Walking in the light

What does it mean
to be welcome
one another?

JEWS

waiting

DIFFERENT
PEOPLE

GENTILES

ROMANS 15:4
For whatever was written in former days was written for
our instruction, that through endurance and through the
encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.
5 May the God of endurance and encouragement grant
you to live in such harmony with one another, in accord
with Christ Jesus, 6 that together you may with one voice
glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
7 Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed
you, for the glory of God.

ROMANS 15:4
For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that through endurance and through the encouragement of the
Scriptures we might have hope. 5 May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in such harmony with one another, in
accord with Christ Jesus, 6 that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 7 Therefore
welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.

ROMANS 15:8-12
For I tell you that Christ became a servant to the
circumcised to show God's truthfulness, in order to
confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, and in order
that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is
written:

ROMANS 15:4
For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that through endurance and through the encouragement of the
Scriptures we might have hope. 5 May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in such harmony with one another, in
accord with Christ Jesus, 6 that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 7 Therefore
welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.

ROMANS 15:8-12
“Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles,
and sing to your name.”
10 And again it is said,
“Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people.”
11 And again,
“Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles,
and let all the peoples extol him.”
12 And again Isaiah says,
“The root of Jesse will come,
even he who arises to rule the Gentiles;
in him will the Gentiles hope.”

>“Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles,
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CHRIST CAME TO
WELCOME ALL

Christ became a servant, to confirm God’s promise from the beginning — that even the outsider could know God’s mercy.

WE WANT ALL TO
KNOW GOD’S
MERCY TOO
Christ became a servant, to confirm God’s promise from the beginning — that even the outsider could know God’s mercy.

May the God of endurance and encouragement
grant you to live in such harmony with one
another, in accord with Christ Jesus, that
together you may with one voice glorify the God
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Romans 15:5-6

May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in such harmony with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus, that
together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Romans 15:5-6

ENDURANCE
&
ENCOURAGEMENT

Endurance — it is about persevering, strengthening, helping one another out —
in the battle against sin. in the battle against doubt. in the battle against our old live.
It’s also in encouragement —
don’t give up
press on towards the goal,
resist the devil
Welcoming one another means we are helping each other endure, and encourage … and that’s what gives us the harmony, and the one
voice.

ONE VOICE
of
WORSHIP
not about the song —
but about the exultation of the heart as we see our brothers and sisters overcome, persist, perseverance.
That’s rejoicing. Cheering each other on through the marathon they might be running through.

14 For he himself is our peace, who has made the
two groups one and has destroyed the barrier, the
dividing wall of hostility, 15 by setting aside in his
flesh the law with its commands and regulations. His
purpose was to create in himself one new humanity
out of the two, thus making peace, 16 and in one
body to reconcile both of them to God through the
cross, by which he put to death their hostility.
EPHESIANS 2:14-18

14 For he himself is our peace, who has made the two groups one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, 15 by
setting aside in his flesh the law with its commands and regulations. His purpose was to create in himself one new humanity out of the
two, thus making peace, 16 and in one body to reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by which he put to death their hostility.
EPHESIANS 2:14-18
We aren’t at war with each other — but we are a new humanity in Christ.

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and
peace in believing, so that by the power of the
Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.
Romans 15:13

HIS
KINGDOM
COME
His Kingdom Come

