LIVING GOD
Not Another Idol

Do all faiths lead to heaven?
Don't all religions worship the same god
I don't like saying one religion is right, because it makes the other religions wrong.

THE GLITTERING GLORY
OF THE IMMEDIATE
v
THE EVERLASTING
GLORY OF GOD

The choice between
what is real and what is fake.

BAAL v GOD

20 So Ahab sent to all the people of Israel and gathered the prophets together at Mount Carmel. 21 And Elijah came near to all the people
and said, “How long will you go limping between two diﬀerent opinions? If the Lord is God, follow him; but if Baal, then follow him.” And
the people did not answer him a word. 22 Then Elijah said to the people, “I, even I only, am left a prophet of the Lord, but Baal's prophets
are 450 men. 23 Let two bulls be given to us, and let them choose one bull for themselves and cut it in pieces and lay it on the wood, but
put no fire to it. And I will prepare the other bull and lay it on the wood and put no fire to it. 24 And you call upon the name of your god,
and I will call upon the name of the Lord, and the God who answers by fire, he is God.” And all the people answered, “It is well spoken.”
25 Then Elijah said to the prophets of Baal, “Choose for yourselves one bull and prepare it first, for you are many, and call upon the name
of your god, but put no fire to it.” 26 And they took the bull that was given them, and they prepared it and called upon the name of Baal
from morning until noon, saying, “O Baal, answer us!” But there was no voice, and no one answered. And they limped around the altar
that they had made. 27 And at noon Elijah mocked them, saying, “Cry aloud, for he is a god. Either he is musing, or he is relieving
himself, or he is on a journey, or perhaps he is asleep and must be awakened.” 28 And they cried aloud and cut themselves after their
custom with swords and lances, until the blood gushed out upon them. 29 And as midday passed, they raved on until the time of the
oﬀering of the oblation, but there was no voice. No one answered; no one paid attention.
30 Then Elijah said to all the people, “Come near to me.” And all the people came near to him. And he repaired the altar of the Lord that
had been thrown down. 31 Elijah took twelve stones, according to the number of the tribes of the sons of Jacob, to whom the word of the

Idolatry happens when
we place an incorrect
value to something.

Money
Fame
Streaks
These are things that we put a wrong value to.
Money.
All money has a monetary value, but when we start putting more value to it than it actually has, then we’ve created an idol. And when we start letting that value dictate our
actions, we find that we’ve suddenly fallen into idolatry.
And it’s a danger.
It’s one reason why God says, you can’t love God and money.
When we talk about Fame,
we start realising that there’s attributing fame as being greater than it actually is. The reality of fame, isn't what it makes it out to be.
Streaks.
And this is a bit silly, but i wanted to reference things that we do, and find ourselves locked into, and even though they make no sense, we have attributed greater worth to
them than they deserve. Things like your snapchat streaks, or your video game character levels, — they have the semblance of being important, of having value, but not
actually having any value.
We used to joke after a long street fighter session, that we’ve no achieved the skill of making a quarter circle and pressing a button. No value at all.
All of these things seem to have glory, but all of them fall short.

We can also, very easily,
turn people into an idol.

I used to really look up to certain people. I would idolise them. And this is diﬀerent than famous people. Who we also idolise.
We can definitely have respect, and admiration for peopel. That’s understandable.But when we start to create a diﬀerent world for that
person, imagine that they are diﬀerent than what they are

God is not an idol.

You can know God.
You can keep knowing God.

Most religions share an expression moral virtue and ethical behaviour.
That’s what makes them round. But as any atheist will tell you, you don’t need religion to have morality. Morality and ethics can come through cultural norms, through
parental behaviours.
But religion, and beliefs, is not primarily about the moral actions of humanity. Most religions are dealing with the larger questions, that don’t get answered by science.
Because science cannot answer them.

The Bible is the
revelation of God

“Be still, and know that I am God. I will be exalted
among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth!”
Psalm 46:10
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Thus says the Lord: “Let not the wise man boast in
his wisdom, let not the mighty man boast in his
might, let not the rich man boast in his riches, but
let him who boasts boast in this, that he
understands and knows me, that I am the Lord who
practices steadfast love, justice, and righteousness
in the earth. For in these things I delight, declares
the Lord.”
Jeremiah 9:23-24
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When Jesus had spoken these words, he lifted up
his eyes to heaven, and said, “Father, the hour has
come; glorify your Son that the Son may glorify
you, since you have given him authority over all
flesh, to give eternal life to all whom you have
given him. And this is eternal life, that they know
you the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you
have sent.”
John 17:1-3
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Come to know God.

God is not an idol.

We know him from his actions
his character
his values
his love
what is right and true.

You cannot choose to
only part of him.

There’s a Will Ferrell’s talledega nights where will ferrell is gathered around the table with his family, and they say they’re going to pray for their food. And Will ferrel says, i
want to pray to baby Jesus because he’s cute.

“By the goodness of God we mean nowadays almost exclusively
His lovingness; and in this we may be right. And by Love, in this
context, most of us mean kindness—the desire to see others than
the self happy; not happy in this way or in that, but just happy.
What would really satisfy us would be a God who said of
anything we happened to like doing, ‘What does it matter so
long as they are contented?’ We want, in fact, not so much a
Father in Heaven as a grandfather in heaven—a senile
benevolence who, as they say, ‘liked to see young people
enjoying themselves’, and whose plan for the universe was
simply that it might be truly said at the end of the day, ‘a good
time was had by all’”.
C.S. Lewis, The Problem Of Pain

“By the goodness of God we mean nowadays almost exclusively His lovingness; and in this we may be right. And by Love, in this
context, most of us mean kindness—the desire to see others than the self happy; not happy in this way or in that, but just happy. What
would really satisfy us would be a God who said of anything we happened to like doing, ‘What does it matter so long as they are
contented?’ We want, in fact, not so much a Father in Heaven as a grandfather in heaven—a senile benevolence who, as they say, ‘liked
to see young people enjoying themselves’, and whose plan for the universe was simply that it might be truly said at the end of the day, ‘a
good time was had by all'”.

We make God out to who we
want him to be, instead of
actually worshipping God.

God is God.
Greater. Higher. Wiser.
Absolutely above us.

“‘It is impossible to honor God as we
ought, unless we know Him as He is.”
Stephen Charnock

And calling the crowd to him with his disciples, he said to
them, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny
himself and take up his cross and follow me. For whoever
would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for
my sake and the gospel's will save it. For what does it profit
a man to gain the whole world and forfeit his soul? For
what can a man give in return for his soul? For whoever is
ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and
sinful generation, of him will the Son of Man also be
ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the
holy angels.
Mark 8:34-38
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Set aside your
own agenda
& submit to God.

I think setting aside our own agenda is one of the hardest things to do.
Because we have dreams, and desires. These are things that often time come from the passions that God created us with.
What does it mean to set this agenda to the side.
It means, very simply, saying God — i choose to submit to your will.

God is not an idol.

God knows you.

O Lord, you have searched me and known me!
You know when I sit down and when I rise up;
you discern my thoughts from afar.
You search out my path and my lying down
and are acquainted with all my ways.
Even before a word is on my tongue,
behold, O Lord, you know it altogether.
You hem me in, behind and before,
and lay your hand upon me.
Such knowledge is too wonderful for me;
it is high; I cannot attain it.
Psalm 139:1-6
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But Zion said, “The Lord has forsaken me;
my Lord has forgotten me.”
“Can a woman forget her nursing child,
that she should have no compassion
on the son of her womb?
Even these may forget,
yet I will not forget you.
Behold, I have engraved you on the palms of my hands;
your walls are continually before me.
Isaiah 49:14-16
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Do you want to be
known by God?

Do you want to be known by God?

Search me, O God, and know my heart!
Try me and know my thoughts!
And see if there be any grievous way in me,
and lead me in the way everlasting!
Psalm 139:23-24
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God is not an idol.
So why do you put idols
in your life above him?
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RESPOND:
1. Confess
2. Ask God to search your heart
3. Ask God to reveal your biases
3. Let God’s Word speak this week
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