MODERN LIFE:

God & Technology

When we talk about technology, in modern times, we’re not talking about old technology. The pen. The steam train. The pistol. We’re usually talking about
digital age that we’re in. The computer. The internet. The robots who will take our jaobs.
A technical introduction - Neil Postman. When technology is so prevalent and assumed over time, it achieves “mythic” status. It has always been there. These
things have always existed in their current form.
“I have on occasion asked my students if they know when the alphabet was invented. The question astonishes them. It is as if I asked them when clouds and
trees were invented. The alphabet, they believe, was not something that was invented. It just is.”
Where technology, advances in technology, simply seem part of the natural world. Indoor plumbing. Roads. Wifi.

The Next Story,
Tim Challies
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“I have on occasion asked my students if they know when the alphabet was invented. The question astonishes them. It is as if I asked them when clouds and
trees were invented. The alphabet, they believe, was not something that was invented. It just is.”
Where technology, advances in technology, simply seem part of the natural world. Indoor plumbing. Roads. Wifi.

faith in technology
the new hope for mankind?

Technology, can become an idol, like anything else. It becomes an idol when we believe that it is greater than god. That somehow, technology will solve
our problems, it is hope for humanity. For example, in the 1980’s, the height of capitalism, there was so much optimism in money, that it was really
going to solve the problems. *Gordon Gecko*, in Wall Street so famously coined, Greed is Good. Big houses. Big cars. Big suits. Big Hair. And that same
modern perspective, is kind of what is happening in China. But the rest of the west, woke up to this shocking realisation that money was not the answer
to everything. Post-modernism came around because families were broken due to this money driven culture.
We’re walking a similar road with technology. Where there’s a hope that technology itself will be the saviour. And we see this mentality coming out of
Silicon Valley, which on one hand is producing amazing things, but at the same time, there’s a world view, and hope in technology itself, that’s going to
discover that it’s empty. It’s starting to show it’s face as the world realises having Facebook be your primary news source is a problem. That snapchat and
instagram cause greater social anxiety than social joy.

idolatry of technology
meaning we don’t need God
we are the new gods

technology is moving us towards being more like god.

1. iAm v the I Am

Much of the movement in modern technology is a movement towards the deification of man. Making man into god.
But this isn’t new.
Mankind has always tried to say: “I don’t need God. I am self-suﬃcient. I can do it my own way.”

“For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will
be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good
and evil.”
Genesis 3:5

Genesis 3:5 For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.
It’s the myth that somehow we will becoming all knowing, all powerful, and even eternal/immortal. But never stopping to consider what that means, and how we’re being
affected.
Tower of Babel — let us make a name for ourselves — in otherwords, that we can be as powerful/renowned as god.

we are misled into believing
that technology will make
things better, but in reality, the
technology that we engage
with is still so small compared
with the infinite God.

we are misled into believing that technology will make things better, but in reality, the technology that we engage with is still so small compared with the
infinite God.

we are misled into believing that technology will make things better, but in reality, the technology that we engage with is still so small compared with the
infinite God.
Huel.
Everything your body needs, nothing more.
It’s working on the assumption that they know exactly what your body needs for food and nutrition and diet — hacking the body, you might say. out
technologicaling your body.

we are not as great
as we think we are

we are misled into believing that technology will make things better, but in reality, the technology that we engage with is still so small compared with the
infinite God.

33 Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and
knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his
judgements and how inscrutable his ways!
34 “For who has known the mind of the Lord,
or who has been his counsellor?”
35 “Or who has given a gift to him
that he might be repaid?”
36 For from him and through him and to him are all
things. To him be glory for ever. Amen.
Romans 11

Technology, cannot compare to God. Our faith cannot be put in technology. Our pursuit to be gods, will be an empty venture, when we
realise that God himself is the great I Am.

12 “Behold, I am coming soon, bringing my
recompense with me, to repay everyone for what he
has done. 13 I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first
and the last, the beginning and the end.”
Revelation 22:12-13

Technology, cannot compare to God. Our faith cannot be put in technology. Our pursuit to be gods, will be an empty venture, when we
realise that God himself is the great I Am.
Even in our desire to live forever, to have omnipotence, or omnipresence, God himself is the one who’s greatness, ability, is above ours.
He is the great I Am.

technology can serve man
but only God can save the soul

we are misled into believing that technology will make things better, but in reality, the technology that we engage with is still so small compared with the
infinite God.

1. What is this technology doing to my
soul?
2. What challenges does this technology
bring to my relationship with God?
3. Is my faith in God, or in tech?

What is this technology doing to my soul?
What challenges does this technology bring to my relationship with God?
Is my faith in God, or in tech?

2. The magnification of information //
the minimisation of wisdom

One of the things that technology is doing, is it is creating for an omnipresent world.

We have the ability to be able to communicate and engage with people all over the world. Things don’t seem so far away. I used to have
to write a letter, and wait a week for it to arrive in Taiwan.
We used to have to speak really loudly on the phone, because the connection was so bad. Now, I can FaceTime my sister while i walk on
the street, and just pay for the data.
Transport and travel means the world is smaller than it’s ever been. And we know what’s happening in diﬀerent parts of the world. Twitter,
Snapchat, makes the world feel smaller. My parents can follow my instagram, and see pictures of the kids, and we feel connected that
way. It’s amazing.

google.
information at our fingertips.
it’s our first step to omniscience. knowing everything.
But information isn’t everything.

MIT Moral Machine
Welcome to moral machine! A platform for gathering a human perspective on moral decisions made by machine intelligence, such as
self-driving cars.
We show you moral dilemmas, where a driverless car must choose the lesser of two evils such as killing two passengers or five
pedestrians. As an outside observer, you judge which outmode you think is more acceptable. You can then see how your responses
compare with those of other people.
But you’re teaching a computer to judge, and discern morality, the same way you would — without consequence.

Where is the Life we have lost in living?
Where is the wisdom we have lost in
knowledge?
Where is the knowledge we have lost in
information?
T.S. Eliot , The Rock

Wisdom is diﬀerent to information.

Information is not wisdom.

Wisdom is diﬀerent to information.

11 I have taught you the way of wisdom;
I have led you in the paths of uprightness.
12 When you walk, your step will not be hampered,
and if you run, you will not stumble.
13 Keep hold of instruction; do not let go;
guard her, for she is your life.

Proverbs 4

11 I have taught you the way of wisdom;
I have led you in the paths of uprightness.
12 When you walk, your step will not be hampered,
and if you run, you will not stumble.
13 Keep hold of instruction; do not let go;
guard her, for she is your life.
Proverbs 4
Wisdom teaches us how to live, how to use the information,

Learning how to live,
seeing how to live,
knowing how to live

Wisdom is diﬀerent to information.
20 My son, be attentive to my words;
incline your ear to my sayings.
21 Let them not escape from your sight;
keep them within your heart.
22 For they are life to those who find them,
and healing to all their flesh.
23 Keep your heart with all vigilance,
for from it flow the springs of life.
24 Put away from you crooked speech,
and put devious talk far from you.
25 Let your eyes look directly forwards,
and your gaze be straight before you.
26 Ponder the path of your feet;

1. Desire wisdom.
2. Quality, not quantity

Proverbs 4:7, Get wisdom; get insight; do not forget, and do not turn away from the words of my mouth.

Learning how to curate — what information to take in,
Making decisions not to read things which damage you, which aﬀect your soul.
Choosing to avoid things.
Being active that.

3. Omnipresent // Presently Absent

One of the things that technology is doing, is it is creating for an omnipresent world.

We have the ability to be able to communicate and engage with people all over the world. Things don’t seem so far away. I used to have
to write a letter, and wait a week for it to arrive in Taiwan.
We used to have to speak really loudly on the phone, because the connection was so bad. Now, I can FaceTime my sister while i walk on
the street, and just pay for the data.
Transport and travel means the world is smaller than it’s ever been. And we know what’s happening in diﬀerent parts of the world. Twitter,
Snapchat, makes the world feel smaller. My parents can follow my instagram, and see pictures of the kids, and we feel connected that
way. It’s amazing.

we are omnipresent.
globally connected,
conquering space and time,
instantly contactable

we are misled into believing that technology will make things better, but in reality, the technology that we engage with is still so small compared with the
infinite God.

but we are ill equipped to deal
with omnipresence. we are less
present, more distracted

But this omnipresent, also means we are immediately contactable. And there’s also the chance that we could miss the message.
√√ read
Last checked in
Causing anxiety
Find my friends
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“We sought to conquer time and space to exercise
dominion, to control the creation for our own
benefit. Somewhere along the way the tables have
been turned. We are now the ones being controlled.
It’s no wonder, then, that we are so distracted. We
are slaves to our own inventions.”
The Next Story, Tim Challies

“We sought to conquer time and space to exercise dominion, to control the creation for our own benefit. Somewhere along the way the
tables have been turned. We are now the ones being controlled. It’s no wonder, then, that we are so distracted. We are slaves to our own
inventions.”
The Next Story, Tim Challies

God has called us & designed
us to be present where we are.
To slow down, see, listen, hear,
experience, participate in life.

Linearity in where we are. And to learn how to

Trying to be at the next place,
before you’ve even finished
where you are — so that we can
be more efficient.

Linearity in where we are. And to learn how to

“Efficiency is a dangerous mind-set to
bring to our faith. We do not want to be
efficient worshippers, driven by a
desire to get more of God in a shorter
amount of time. We do not want to be
hurried worshippers who value speed
over quality.”

“Eﬃciency is a dangerous mind-set to bring to our faith. We do not want to be eﬃcient worshippers, driven by a desire to get more of
God in a shorter amount of time. We do not want to be hurried worshippers who value speed over quality.”

We are people of two minds.
Trying to do two things at once.

Linearity in where we are. And to learn how to

“Be still, and know that I am
God. I will be exalted among
the nations, I will be exalted in
the earth!”
Psalm 46:10

We are people of two minds.
Trying to do two things at once.

Linearity in where we are.
And to learn how to slow down.

1. Remember who the Great I Am is.
2. Pursue wisdom, not just information.
3. Be present. Be still.

