COLOSSIANS
1:1-14

1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our brother,
2 To the saints and faithful brothers in Christ at Colossae:
Grace to you and peace from God our Father.
Thanksgiving and Prayer
3 We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for you, 4 since we heard
of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love that you have for all the saints, 5 because of the hope laid
up for you in heaven. Of this you have heard before in the word of the truth, the gospel, 6 which has
come to you, as indeed in the whole world it is bearing fruit and growing—as it also does among you,
since the day you heard it and understood the grace of God in truth, 7 just as you learned it from
Epaphras our beloved fellow servant. He is a faithful minister of Christ on your behalf 8 and has made
known to us your love in the Spirit.
9 And so, from the day we heard, we have not ceased to pray for you, asking that you may be filled
with the knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, 10 so as to walk in a manner
worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the
knowledge of God. 11 May you be strengthened with all power, according to his glorious might, for all
endurance and patience with joy, 12 giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the
inheritance of the saints in light. 13 He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred
us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, 14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.
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our Father.

At first glance, this is just a normal greeting. It's similar to the way Paul writes other letters. Some
context here is that Paul is writing this from prison in Rome. And he introduces himself and Timothy
as the author of the letter.
Saints and faithful brothers in Christ at Colossae. Grace to you and peace from God our Father.
This greeting, and maybe it's part of the style of writing, still expresses something which is often
missing in our interactions with one another. There's this love and sincerity in this. A genuine
approach from Paul to the church saying, fellow brothers, fellow saints in Christ. There's this unity
that exists because of Christ.
And then there's Paul's greeting - grace and peace to you. It is a blessing, a prayer, and an
exhortation all at once. And let's start with that first word. grace to you. peace to you. It is on one
hand a vertical component- the grace of God. The peace of God. Remember God.s grace. Receive
God's grace (forgiveness). Remember God's peace. (No longer at war with him) Receive God's
peace. That you are his. And the horizontal component. With one another. Express grace to one
another.
Now this is an important challenge for us. In how we greet one another. In how we see one another.
The thing about grace and peace is that it doesn't work if we "expect" it from one another. It only
works if we give it to one another freely. You cannot be gracious if you expect grace in return. You
cannot give peace if you expect peace in return. In a world where we are used to profit, or karma, or
return, this giving freely wages war against our natural selves. But because of Jesus, we have this
spiritual ability, to say, as God has freely given to me, let me also freely give.
The way this can be expressed is not just as a hello on a Sunday, but it manifests in our prayer lives,
the way we pray for one another. Sometimes we can get so consumed with those who we don't
agree with. Our coworkers. Our boss. Even our political leaders. God fill me with grace and peace.
And likewise God let that grace and peace go out from me. That everyone who I meet may receive
your grace and peace. It's something, that I love, with the beginning of Paul's letters there's this
reminder that we need grace and peace. It's one of the key things which God gives us to live, and to
be what he is like. But it's also what shows us that it is something that needs regular renewing.
*pause*
1. God, your grace, your peace. Remind me of your grace, let me receive your grace and forgiveness
again, let me remember the peace we have with you, let me receive your peace again.
2. Amazing grace.
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always thank God, the Father of our Lord
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There's this constant eternal perspective, that's grounded in their present reality. This eternal
perspective is important for us. And when I talk about eternity, I don't mean just the image of heaven.
Our picture of heaven has been corrupted by greeting cards and cartoons, this picture of chubby
cherubs in white, on clouds, with golden gates. It takes the heart of heaven, and turns it into a visual
travesty. When God talks about heaven, when it's usually presented in the Bible, it's less about the
visual image, but about hope, God's glory, power, presence of God. When God presents heaven,
there’s a spiritual reality that is first and foremost. This place of awesome power of God, his majesty,
his sovereignty, — and us in awe, overwhelmed, but at the same time drawn into his presence. When
we try and boil it down to an image we lose out on the spiritual reality that God cares about, and
instead leaves us with a two dimensional feel.
When Paul writes to the church in Collosae, he reminds and refocuses them on their faith in Jesus
and their love for one another — because of the hope laid up for you in heaven. In other words, when
we hold onto an eternal perspective, when our eyes are not overwhelmed and exhausted by this
world, we have this greater picture — that Christ, reigns forevermore, that Jesus’ death and
resurrection binds us, along with all the other saints here, and that have gone already, to this eternal
majestic picture of God — that reality which gives us hope.
Especially in our modern times, when work, or society, or culture, or fear, or superstitions seem like
that can overwhelm us, and we see a rise in anger or hatred, we can so easily lose sight of the fact
that hope is found in the eternal picture of an everlasting God who has conquered evil and death.
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Of this you have heard before in the word of the truth, the gospel, 6 which has come to you, as
indeed in the whole world it is bearing fruit and increasing-as it also does among you, since the day
you heard it and understood the grace of God in truth, 7 just as you learned it from Epaphras our
beloved fellow servant. He is a faithful minister of Christ on your behalf 8 and has made known to us
your love in the Spirit.
And then it continues with this reminder, of how you came to know the truth. How the gospel, which
brought you to life, continues to spread truth to the world around. And Paul is careful here to use the
word truth. At the time in Collosae, there were false-teachers trying to stir up and confuse the
believers, so Paul is reminding them of the gospel, the truth on which their faith was founded.
Likewise for us, when we remember our calling, the transformation that God has done in our lives, the
journey that we’ve been on, the revelation of Jesus in our own lives, we’re reminded — hey this is not
a joke, it’s not just a made up fairy-tale, this is the truth of Jesus Christ, witnessed by believers in the
first century, and witnessed by us today in the life he’s given us, and witnessed by people around the
world as they hear the truth of Jesus Christ.
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9 And so, from the day we heard, we have not ceased to pray for you, asking that you may be filled
with the knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, 10so as to walk in a manner
worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him:
Now, there’s so much in these last few verses, that it might take a while to digest. And i’m just going
to go over it briefly, because I believe for us to best let the word of God take root in our heart, isn’t in
a 40 minute sermon on a Sunday, but in the daily resting in God’s Word. It’s great to hear a message
on it, and to learn, and gain instruction from it. But it’s also so special, to meditate and reflect on
God’s Word and let his Spirit speak into our lives.
And that’s very much Paul’s prayer for the brothers and sisters of Colossae as well. “We pray that you
will be filled with the knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding”… we want you
to be filled with the knowledge of God’s will in spiritual wisdom and understanding … It’s not just
through Paul’s teaching but that God himself, as we pray for one another, fills us with that knowledge.
Fills us. There’s this thing about the phrasing “fills us.” It’s not just head knowledge, but being filled
with the knowledge and spiritual wisdom and understanding of God, is something that fills us our
soul, mind, body — it is the life that transforms us.
And do you know what the knowledge is? The knowledge of God’s will. And what’s that, walking in a
manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him. In other words, discovering, learning what it means
to fully let your life bring joy to God. Bringing pleasure to him. And then it is unpacked:

bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God;

bearing fruit in every good work and
increasing in the knowledge of God;

this fruitfulness of life, fruitfulness in goodness, and increasing in the knowledge of God. this is what it
means to be walking in a manner worthy of God. This eager desire to be involved in God’s good
work, and be bearing fruit in that. And at the same time, increasing in God’s knowledge.
This comes as we walk with him, trust in him, learn from him, grow in him. The more you live with
him, the more you’ll know him. But when you start to ignore him, then quickly you’ll lose sight of what
the good work is.
Now of course when we think of work, we’re thinking of stuﬀ we do. But this work, is also internal, the
fruit that we are developing in our own lives. That fruit of the Spirit. And in doing so knowing God
more. And as we also demonstrate the work of God in the relationships around us, there will be fruit
there as well.

11being strengthened with all power, according to his glorious might, for all endurance and patience
with joy;

11being

strengthened with all power,
according to his glorious might, for all
endurance and patience with joy;

Being strengthened with all power — not power, as in Kanye West, or over matching destructive
power — but power for all endurance and patience with joy. Whawhat?! What kind of power is that? It
completely overthrows our normal perspective of power. Forceful transformation, it’s power that
strengthens our endurance and patience, and more than act gives us joy. The best example i can give
is running a marathon. I have never run one, but I did used to be on the cross-country team. I would
learn how to run for long distances, and I hated it at first. But as I grew in it, there developed this joy
in the running, even in the distance, even in the patience in it. It’s that sort of power that God gives
us. The ability to face, persist, endure — for Christ — in this world. The endurance to let us “walk in a
manner worthy of the Lord.”

12 giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints in light.
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giving thanks to the Father, who has
qualified you to share in the inheritance
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Then this thankfulness. How important it is for us to be thanking God our Father. And there’s three
things here — qualified you, share in the inheritance, saints in light.
God the Father, doesn’t just accept you in, but by giving us Jesus, we are no qualified, we have the
necessary qualifications to share in the inheritance with the saints. Meaning of course, that we too are
saints in light. That there is this eternity that we’re seeing here.
This eternity, this picture, keeps us moving forward, saying, yes, let me walk in a manner worth of the
calling.

13 He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved
Son,
14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.
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And finally, we have this picture of Jesus’ kingdom. This kingdom of light. Not caught in darkness, not
caught in sin, not caught in despair, or hopelessness — but a reminder, that our spiritual reality is that
we belong to the kingdom of Jesus, where we have redemption and forgiveness.
We are guilty no more. We are kingdom people.

