COLOSSIANS
1:24-2:5

Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake,
and in my flesh I am filling up what is lacking in
Christ's afflictions for the sake of his body, that
is, the church, 25 of which I became a minister
according to the stewardship from God that was
given to me for you,
24

I want you to know how glad I am that it’s me
sitting here in this jail and not you. There’s a lot
of suffering to be entered into in this world—the
kind of suffering Christ takes on. I welcome the
chance to take my share in the church’s part of
that suffering. When I became a servant in this
church, I experienced this suffering as a sheer
gift, God’s way of helping me serve you, laying
out the whole truth.

Now I rejoice in my suﬀerings for your sake, and in my flesh I am filling up what is
lacking in Christ's aﬄictions for the sake of his body, that is, the church, 25 of
which I became a minister according to the stewardship from God that was given
to me for you, to make the word of God fully known, 26 the mystery hidden for
ages and generations but now revealed to his saints. 27 To them God chose to
make known how great among the Gentiles are the riches of the glory of this
mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 28 Him we proclaim, warning
everyone and teaching everyone with all wisdom, that we may present everyone
mature in Christ. 29 For this I toil, struggling with all his energy that he powerfully
works within me
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I want you to know how glad I am that it’s me sitting here in this jail and not you.
There’s a lot of suﬀering to be entered into in this world—the kind of suﬀering
Christ takes on. I welcome the chance to take my share in the church’s part of that
suﬀering. When I became a servant in this church, I experienced this suﬀering as a
sheer gift, God’s way of helping me serve you, laying out the whole truth.

to make the word of God fully known, 26 the mystery
hidden for ages and generations but now revealed to
his saints. 27 To them God chose to make known how
great among the Gentiles are the riches of the glory of
this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.
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teaching everyone with all wisdom, that we may present everyone mature in Christ.
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that’s the mystery.
In other words, before Jesus arrived, they knew God would provide a saviour, they
knew God’s love, they knew his law, but they didn’t know how they would eb
reconciled, or how God would save, or the fullness of his plan.
which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.

But Jesus… Jesus is the answer to that mystery. There’s no extra rules, or extra
spirituality that you need to gain, or another
The church in collosae was being challenged possibly by outsiders or insiders
trying to distract them with mysticism, or other things.

Him we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching
everyone with all wisdom, that we may present
everyone mature in Christ. 29 For this I toil, struggling
with all his energy that he powerfully works within me
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Toiling to Proclaim
Warning everyone
teaching everyone with all wisdom
Present everyone mature in Christ
And that’s what we’re looking towards …
proclaiming Christ
warning about the dangers of sin, and continuing to sin
Teaching everyone
to move towards maturity
As believers we learn how to actively proclaim Christ. actively live Christ. Actively
help one another avoid the lies and the sins of this world. Actively teach and guide
one another, so we help one another grow to maturity.

2:1

For I want you to know how great a struggle I
have for you and for those at Laodicea and for all
who have not seen me face to face, 2 that their
hearts may be encouraged, being knit together in
love, to reach all the riches of full assurance of
understanding and the knowledge of God's
mystery, which is Christ, 3 in whom are hidden all
the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.

2:1 For I want you to know how great a struggle I have for you and for those at
Laodicea and for all who have not seen me face to face, 2 that their hearts may be
encouraged, being knit together in love, to reach all the riches of full assurance of
understanding and the knowledge of God's mystery, which is Christ, 3 in whom are
hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.
There’s this picture that Paul leads with … and it’s important because although
Paul didn't establish
Christ is the key.
Christ is the answer.
There’s no additional Christ, or other superstition, or other

4

I say this in order that no one may delude
you with plausible arguments. 5 For though I
am absent in body, yet I am with you in
spirit, rejoicing to see your good order and
the firmness of your faith in Christ

19:1

He entered Jericho and was passing through.
2
And there was a man named Zacchaeus. He was a
chief tax collector and was rich. 3 And he was
seeking to see who Jesus was, but on account of the
crowd he could not, because he was small of
stature. 4 So he ran on ahead and climbed up into a
sycamore tree to see him, for he was about to pass
that way.

4 I say this in order that no one may delude you with plausible arguments. 5 For
though I am absent in body, yet I am with you in spirit, rejoicing to see your good
order and the firmness of your faith in Christ
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5 And

when Jesus came to the place, he looked up and
said to him, “Zacchaeus, hurry and come down, for I must
stay at your house today.” 6 So he hurried and came down
and received him joyfully. 7 And when they saw it, they all
grumbled, “He has gone in to be the guest of a man who is
a sinner.” 8 And Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord,
“Behold, Lord, half of my goods I give to the poor. And if I
have defrauded anyone of anything, I restore it fourfold.”
9 And Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this
house, since he also is a son of Abraham. 10 For the Son of
Man came to seek and to save the lost.”

We have this picture of Zacchaeus, who was a tax collector, hated, small of
stature…
but when he wants to see Christ, he wants to know him.
And Jesus says — i’m coming to your house.
It’s like Jesus is saying, I want to dwell with you
And in this one moment, this one declaration, Zacchaeus understands — Christ in
him, the hope of glory. Not glory for himself, but God’s glory magnified as we
receive his forgiveness and love.
How do we see this, because immediately afterward he defends Christ,

