COLOSSIANS
3:18-4:1

3:20

Children, obey your parents in everything, for this
pleases the Lord. 21 Fathers, do not provoke your children,
lest they become discouraged. 22 Slaves, obey in
everything those who are your earthly masters, not by way
of eye-service, as people-pleasers, but with sincerity of
heart, fearing the Lord. 23 Whatever you do, work heartily,
as for the Lord and not for men, 24 knowing that from the
Lord you will receive the inheritance as your reward. You
are serving the Lord Christ. 25 For the wrongdoer will be
paid back for the wrong he has done, and there is no
partiality. 4:1 Masters, treat your slaves justly and fairly,
knowing that you also have a Master in heaven.

Jesus changes how you
treat those around you

Not centred on
“What you do”
But
“Who you are now”

What living Christ looks like
Christ-Living in your family
Jesus changes how you treat those around you
Not centred on What you do
but who are now.
There’s this powerful realisation that Paul keeps reminding us of — we have been
saved by the Almighty, the one from the beginning, this Jesus who has no
comparison, we have a life in him, we have a meaning and a being in him.
That reality, is something we forget too often. And if we forget that reality, we will
find ourselves caught in-between worlds, “trying to do good,” whilst constantly
feeling as if we are losing. When in reality the reminder is so that we can grasp hold
of the victory given to us by Christ, to say, we press on, because we are NOT

1:15

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all
creation. 16 For by him all things were created, in heaven
and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or
dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created
through him and for him. 17 And he is before all things,
and in him all things hold together. 18 And he is the head
of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn
from the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent.
19
For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell,
20
and through him to reconcile to himself all things,
whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the
blood of his cross.

As we approach this passage, we need to remember again, the context to which
Paul is writing.
1. You need to remember who you are. Paul’s entire letter is oozing with the fact
that Christ is the firstborn, the one who is above everything else — if you
remember in chapter 1 — there is this picture of the fact that we are all held
accountable to Jesus, that we are all underneath Jesus.

“Who do you belong to?”
“You belong to Christ.”

Now the first couple things that we notice about this, and understanding who we
are ultimately responsible too — Christ, is that we have, Paul writing something
remarkable here.
3:20

Children, obey your parents in everything, for this
pleases the Lord. 21 Fathers, do not provoke your
children, lest they become discouraged.

Children. Obey your parents in everything, for this pleases the Lord.
This is amazing because Paul is addressing the kids, the children. They are not an
after thought, they are not “too young” to understand. There is, in this dialogue, the
recognition, that Christ is Saviour to the children. That even at this young age, they
are able, and capable to being in a relationship with God.
Remarkably, because the motivation here for children is thus — because this
pleases the Lord. In other words, a recollection of what was said in Chapter 1 : 9
And so, from the day we heard, we have not ceased to pray for you, asking that

9 And

so, from the day we heard, we have not
ceased to pray for you, asking that you may
be filled with the knowledge of his will in all
spiritual wisdom and understanding, 10so as
to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully
pleasing to him:

22

Slaves, obey in everything those who are your earthly
masters, not by way of eye-service, as people-pleasers,
but with sincerity of heart, fearing the Lord. 23 Whatever
you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men, 24
knowing that from the Lord you will receive the
inheritance as your reward. You are serving the Lord
Christ. 25 For the wrongdoer will be paid back for the
wrong he has done, and there is no partiality. 4:1
Masters, treat your slaves justly and fairly, knowing that
you also have a Master in heaven.

This prayer, it is that prayer which we are echoing over our children. God may they
refilled with knowledge of his will, in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, so that
they can walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him. It is this
humble prayer to God, for their children to become joyfulness to the Lord.

Now this second part — this is diﬃcult, because it talks about slavery. But this is
not a passage that condones slaverly. In fact, the picture of slavery here, is partially
the economic reality of the times. But what Paul is encouraging is what is
demonstrated in Christ — if you want to overthrow the existing economic system
of slavery, begin by no longer dehumanising them. Of thinking of them less. The
sooner they are treated as humans, the transformation of culture will bring about
both a political and economic change. In other words, when we, as believer, begin
to understand what it means that we are under Christ’s authroity, that we have no
right to lord over others, that we begin to understand what it means to love our
neighbour, there is no more place for racism, for classes, but rather there is the
freedom to completely and totally demonstrate God’s love to one another.
And this here is a radical radical picture. Slaves, don’t engage with your masters
for your own benefit, but for the Lord. Now in this one sentence, we also get some

bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the
knowledge of God; 11being strengthened with all
power, according to his glorious might, for all
endurance and patience with joy; 12 giving thanks to
the Father, who has qualified you to share in the
inheritance of the saints in light.

13

He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and
transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son,14 in
whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

You are his for eternity
You are no longer in darkness
You are under his authority,
transferred to his kingdom

I’m gonna ask you to respond today.
If God has been challenging you today, as a husband, or as a wife, or how you
treat one another, as we come to a time of communion.
as you take the bread and cup, let that be your sign of a commitment to putting on
Christ. Letting him fill you inside and to change how you live on the outside.
Secondly if God has indeed spoken to you today then let this be a new beginning.
Say to him today, Jesus, let my life bring you praise.
If you need to talk to your husband or wife afterwards, or you would like to receive
prayer, our prayer team will be available after communion, and during worship. It
takes courage, but ask your husband or wife, to join you to be prayed for by the
prayer team in the back today.

