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I love stories. I love narrative. There is
something powerful in narrative, of lessons
learnt, of triumph over adversity. There’s
something wonderful about stories of
misadventure, or the humour in comical
misunderstandings. I love hearing about
people’s journey’s through life, through
moments, through time. But the best stories
are those which are true. They are the narrative
of something someone has experienced.
Even the best fiction stories, connect best
when the characters are put into believable
situations, not necessarily in setting, but in
character. The trials of adversity, or heartache,
or loss, and the triumph of victory, of
overcoming, of healing. These are the aspects
of humanity which bridge us all.
And in the Bible, we have these stories, these
true narratives, which give us snapshots into
people’s lives.
And in particular, there is a narrative that runs
throughout the Bible. It is the story of hope.
Where is hope found. When life is bleak, or at
its worst. When confusion comes, or pain and
suﬀering is experienced, where is hope found.

Where is hope found?

Where is hope found?

Is it found in general feelings of goodness?
Is it seen in history? Is it found in our
culture? Is it found in science or research?
In all these diﬀerent elements, there can be
the hope of something better, or the trust in
something good in the past.
But when we think about the uncertainty in
life today, and the darkness at the end of
life, we are forced to ask, where is hope
found.
And that’s part of what we’re looking at this
year. Hope. See, in Hebrews, we get this
definition about Faith — which links closely
to Hope. And it’s the beginning of what we’ll
be looking at today:

11:1 Now

faith is the assurance of things hoped for,
the conviction of things not seen. 2 For by it the
people of old received their commendation.
Faith shows the reality of what we hope for; it is
the evidence of things we cannot see. 2 Through their
faith, the people in days of old earned a good
reputation.

11:1 Now faith is the assurance of
things hoped for, the conviction of
things not seen. 2 For by it the people
of old received their commendation.

11:1

Hebrews 11:1-2 (ESV & NLT)

11:1 Faith shows the reality of what
we hope for; it is the evidence of
things we cannot see. 2 Through their
faith, the people in days of old earned
a good reputation.
See, hope, this dream that we might
have, exists in our hearts and minds,
but there is no grounding in it. Faith,
puts this hope, into the hands of
someone else.
For example, if I buy a ticket to fly to
America, I hope that I will get there
safely. But I put my faith in the pilot
(and the ground crew and flight crew),
to actually deliver on that promise.

The amazing part of this, is
understanding that these were people,
like you me, with struggles, emotions,
rationale, conflicts, self-doubt, these
very human parts of life. But as you
read through this passage, each of
these stories is recaptured here as
expressions of faith.

For example, if I buy a ticket to fly to
America, I hope that I will get there
safely.
But I put my faith in the (science) and
the pilot (and the ground crew and
flight crew), to actually deliver on that
promise.

What do we put our faith in?
What can we put our faith in?

The question then goes to — for the
big things in life, the questions of
eternity, the end of our lives, the
strength to face the adversity and
hardships, the courage to stand up
against what’s wrong, what can we
put our faith in? Is it enough to say, let
me put my faith in myself.
This passage in Bible, recaps stories
of people in the past — who found
their hope, because they put their faith
in something they could not yet see,
but still believed. It was faith,
grounded in the promises of God.

Stories of faith

The question then goes to — for the
big things in life, the questions of
eternity, the end of our lives, the
strength to face the adversity and
hardships, the courage to stand up
against what’s wrong, what can we
put our faith in? Is it enough to say, let
me put my faith in myself.
This passage in Bible, recaps stories
of people in the past — who found
their hope, because they put their faith
in something they could not yet see,
but still believed. It was faith,
grounded in the promises of God.

A faith built on foundation,
transforms hope into conviction

A faith built on foundation,
transforms hope into conviction

Hebrews 11:8 By

faith Abraham obeyed when he was called
to go out to a place that he was to receive as an
inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he
was going. 9 By faith he went to live in the land of
promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents with Isaac
and Jacob, heirs with him of the same promise. 10 For
he was looking forward to the city that has foundations,
whose designer and builder is God.
Hebrews 11:8-12

Hebrews 11:8 By faith Abraham
obeyed when he was called to go out
to a place that he was to receive as an
inheritance. And he went out, not
knowing where he was going. 9 By
faith he went to live in the land of
promise, as in a foreign land, living in
tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with
him of the same promise. 10 For he
was looking forward to the city that
has foundations, whose designer and
builder is God. 11 By faith Sarah
herself received power to conceive,
even when she was past the age,
since she considered him faithful who
had promised. 12 Therefore from one
man, and him as good as dead, were
born descendants as many as the
stars of heaven and as many as the
innumerable grains of sand by the
seashore.
When you read the story of Abraham
in the book of Genesis, you
understand that this was a man, who
knew God. Who had this living
relationship with God. And that even
though, the fullness of God’s plan
wasn’t clear to him, he knew that God,
was one, who was trustworthy. When
we was out, living in tents, without
child, how did he still have faith that
God was trustworthy and true?

It was by faith that even Sarah was able to
have a child, though she was barren and was too old.
She believed that God would keep his promise. 12 And
so a whole nation came from this one man who was as
good as dead—a nation with so many people that, like
the stars in the sky and the sand on the seashore, there
is no way to count them.
Hebrews 11:11

Hebrews 11:8-12

11 By faith Sarah herself received
power to conceive, even when she
was past the age, since she
considered him faithful who had
promised. 12 Therefore from one man,
and him as good as dead, were born
descendants as many as the stars of
heaven and as many as the
innumerable grains of sand by the
seashore.
When you read the story of Abraham
in the book of Genesis, you
understand that this was a man, who
knew God. Who had this living
relationship with God. And that even
though, the fullness of God’s plan
wasn’t clear to him, he knew that God,
was one, who was trustworthy. When
we was out, living in tents, without
child, how did he still have faith that
God was trustworthy and true?
Each step in his journey, strengthened
this faith in God. Our God is a living
and active God, and faith is not a one
moment event, but a series of bricks
that is laying a foundation

13 These

all died in faith, not having received the
things promised, but having seen them and
greeted them from afar, and having acknowledged
that they were strangers and exiles on the earth.

Hebrews 11:13

13 These all died in faith, not having
received the things promised, but
having seen them and greeted them
from afar, and having acknowledged
that they were strangers and exiles on
the earth.

11 By faith Sarah herself received
power to conceive, even when she
was past the age, since she
considered him faithful who had
promised. 12 Therefore from one man,
and him as good as dead, were born
descendants as many as the stars of
heaven and as many as the
innumerable grains of sand by the
seashore.
When you read the story of Abraham
in the book of Genesis, you
understand that this was a man, who
knew God. Who had this living
relationship with God. And that even
though, the fullness of God’s plan
wasn’t clear to him, he knew that God,
was one, who was trustworthy. When
we was out, living in tents, without
child, how did he still have faith that
God was trustworthy and true?
Each step in his journey, strengthened
this faith in God. Our God is a living
and active God, and faith is not a one
moment event, but a series of bricks
that is laying a foundation

A living relationship with God
establishes a faith that
extends beyond death.

**A living relationship with God
establishes a faith that extends
beyond death. **
In all of these, they didn’t see the end
of their story, they didn’t receive the
promise, but they still knew it was
going to happen. Faith, extends past
their life on earth.
It’s not just hope, you understand. It’s
a promise from someone who they
knew to be true and demonstrated
that they He is true.

Hebrews 11:23 By

faith Moses, when he was born, was
hidden for three months by his parents, because they
saw that the child was beautiful, and they were not
afraid of the king's edict. 24 By faith Moses, when he
was grown up, refused to be called the son of
Pharaoh's daughter, 25 choosing rather to be mistreated
with the people of God than to enjoy the fleeting
pleasures of sin.
Hebrews 11:23-28

The stories continue, with Moses,
whose fuller story we read about in
Exodus.
Hebrews 11:23 By faith Moses, when
he was born, was hidden for three
months by his parents, because they
saw that the child was beautiful, and
they were not afraid of the king's
edict. 24 By faith Moses, when he was
grown up, refused to be called the son
of Pharaoh's daughter, 25 choosing
rather to be mistreated with the
people of God than to enjoy the
fleeting pleasures of sin.

He considered the reproach of Christ greater wealth
than the treasures of Egypt, for he was looking to the
reward. 27 By faith he left Egypt, not being afraid of the
anger of the king, for he endured as seeing him who is
invisible. 28 By faith he kept the Passover and sprinkled
the blood, so that the Destroyer of the firstborn might
not touch them.
26

Hebrews 11:23-28

26 He considered the reproach of
Christ greater wealth than the
treasures of Egypt, for he was looking
to the reward. 27 By faith he left
Egypt, not being afraid of the anger of
the king, for he endured as seeing him
who is invisible. 28 By faith he kept
the Passover and sprinkled the blood,
so that the Destroyer of the firstborn
might not touch them.
And this story, sees a faith that
transforms an identity, and anchors
it in a hope fo something greater.
But again, this is seen, not just as
someone choosing one culture over
another, but rather, there is this living
relationship between Moses and God,
that aﬀects his life choices til his
death.

It is the footsteps in life, the steps of
faith, that walking on the road even
though the journey has turns along the
way, the destination is always clear.

A living relationship with
God, develops a faith that
navigates and counsels life.

**A living relationship with God
establishes a faith that extends
beyond death. **

And what more shall I say? For time would
fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of
David and Samuel and the prophets— 33 who through
faith conquered kingdoms, enforced justice, obtained
promises, stopped the mouths of lions, 34 quenched the
power of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, were
made strong out of weakness, became mighty in war,
put foreign armies to flight.
Hebrews 11:32

Hebrews 11:32-38

Hebrews 11:32 And what more shall I
say? For time would fail me to tell of
Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of
David and Samuel and the prophets—
33 who through faith conquered
kingdoms, enforced justice, obtained
promises, stopped the mouths of
lions, 34 quenched the power of fire,
escaped the edge of the sword, were
made strong out of weakness,
became mighty in war, put foreign
armies to flight.

Women received back their dead by resurrection.
Some were tortured, refusing to accept release, so that
they might rise again to a better life. 36 Others suffered
mocking and flogging, and even chains and
imprisonment. 37 They were stoned, they were sawn in
two, they were killed with the sword. They went about
in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, afflicted,
mistreated— 38 of whom the world was not worthy—
wandering about in deserts and mountains, and in dens
and caves of the earth.
35

Hebrews 11:32-38

35 Women received back their dead
by resurrection. Some were tortured,
refusing to accept release, so that
they might rise again to a better life.
36 Others suﬀered mocking and
flogging, and even chains and
imprisonment. 37 They were stoned,
they were sawn in two, they were
killed with the sword. They went about
in skins of sheep and goats, destitute,
aﬄicted, mistreated— 38 of whom the
world was not worthy—wandering
about in deserts and mountains, and
in dens and caves of the earth.
And all of this is written to say —
this world, may be full of trouble, of
heartache, of inequality, of injustice
—
But a living relationship with Christ,
means that our hope is not empty,
but instead we have an established
faith, tested not only by our own
lives, but in the lives of those who
have gone before us, who
continually demonstrate that God is
real.
This is history telling us the story that
God is faithful and true.
There’s a quote from one of my
favourite songwriters,

A living relationship with God
puts us in a chorus of faith that
extends throughout time.

This list of people of faith in Hebrews
11, it is a story that continues in lives
today — this continually unveiling
scroll of people who know God, who
love God, who are loved by God —
whose relationship with Him anchors
their life and their death.
A living relationship with God puts us
in a chorus of faith that extends
throughout time.

1. Let your hope begin today by starting
your relationship with God, and watch
your faith begin to grow.
2. Let your faith increase today, knowing
that God’s story continues and will not be
stopped. So be bold in sharing, because
it’s his life that brings life.

1. Let your hope begin today by
starting your relationship with God,
and watch your faith begin to grow.
2. Let your faith increase today,
knowing that God’s story continues
and will not be stopped. So be bold in
sharing, because it’s his life that
brings life.

