OUR

CHALLENGE
OF

FAITH

11:1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by so
great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside
every weight, and sin which clings so closely,
and let us run with endurance the race that is
set before us,
2 looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter
of our faith, who for the joy that was set before
him endured the cross, despising the shame,
and is seated at the right hand of the throne of
God. -

Sometimes, when we’re going through
a very diﬃcult time. There’s a question
of when will it end, can we get through
this storm, through this hardship.

And actually, for lots of times, this is
how it feels.

What’s the point?
What’s the purpose?

The light of the end of the tunnel, is
the purpose, ti’s the goal for why we
press on. And when we are going
through hardships in life, in sorrow, in
loss, in marriage, we have to stop and
ask, what’s the point. What’s the
purpose.

Where is hope found?

Faith With Purpose

Is it found in general feelings of goodness?
Is it seen in history? Is it found in our
culture? Is it found in science or research?
In all these diﬀerent elements, there can be
the hope of something better, or the trust in
something good in the past.
But when we think about the uncertainty in
life today, and the darkness at the end of
life, we are forced to ask, where is hope
found.
And that’s part of what we’re looking at this
year. Hope. See, in Hebrews, we get this
definition about Faith — which links closely
to Hope. And it’s the beginning of what we’ll
be looking at today:

11:1 Therefore,

since we are surrounded by so great a
cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight,
and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with
endurance the race that is set before us,
2 looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our
faith, who for the joy that was set before him
endured the cross, despising the shame, and is
seated at the right hand of the throne of God. Hebrews 12:1-2

11:1 Now faith is the assurance of
things hoped for, the conviction of
things not seen. 2 For by it the people
of old received their commendation.
11:1 Faith shows the reality of what
we hope for; it is the evidence of
things we cannot see. 2 Through their
faith, the people in days of old earned
a good reputation.
See, hope, this dream that we might
have, exists in our hearts and minds,
but there is no grounding in it. Faith,
puts this hope, into the hands of
someone else.
For example, if I buy a ticket to fly to
America, I hope that I will get there
safely. But I put my faith in the pilot
(and the ground crew and flight crew),
to actually deliver on that promise.

The amazing part of this, is
understanding that these were people,
like you me, with struggles, emotions,
rationale, conflicts, self-doubt, these
very human parts of life. But as you
read through this passage, each of
these stories is recaptured here as
expressions of faith.

Purpose to persevere

The question then goes to — for the
big things in life, the questions of
eternity, the end of our lives, the
strength to face the adversity and
hardships, the courage to stand up
against what’s wrong, what can we
put our faith in? Is it enough to say, let
me put my faith in myself.
This passage in Bible, recaps stories
of people in the past — who found
their hope, because they put their faith
in something they could not yet see,
but still believed. It was faith,
grounded in the promises of God.

Christ’s death is not meaningless.
Following him is not meaningless.

The question then goes to — for the
big things in life, the questions of
eternity, the end of our lives, the
strength to face the adversity and
hardships, the courage to stand up
against what’s wrong, what can we
put our faith in? Is it enough to say, let
me put my faith in myself.
This passage in Bible, recaps stories
of people in the past — who found
their hope, because they put their faith
in something they could not yet see,
but still believed. It was faith,
grounded in the promises of God.

looking to Jesus,
the founder and perfecter
of our faith,

It’s not about running along, or
running aside. it’s not a picture of
Jesus being there at the end, just
waiting for us. But it’s a picture of
Jesus as the one who established,
and is establishing our faith. He is with
us.

A great cloud of witnesses, those who
are running alongside us now, and
those who have persevered til the
end.
If your situation seems hopeless,
where do you need to put your
hope?

Where is hope found?

Faith To Grow

Is it found in general feelings of goodness?
Is it seen in history? Is it found in our
culture? Is it found in science or research?
In all these diﬀerent elements, there can be
the hope of something better, or the trust in
something good in the past.
But when we think about the uncertainty in
life today, and the darkness at the end of
life, we are forced to ask, where is hope
found.
And that’s part of what we’re looking at this
year. Hope. See, in Hebrews, we get this
definition about Faith — which links closely
to Hope. And it’s the beginning of what we’ll
be looking at today:

Resilience, Endurance, Strength

The question then goes to — for the
big things in life, the questions of
eternity, the end of our lives, the
strength to face the adversity and
hardships, the courage to stand up
against what’s wrong, what can we
put our faith in? Is it enough to say, let
me put my faith in myself.
This passage in Bible, recaps stories
of people in the past — who found
their hope, because they put their faith
in something they could not yet see,
but still believed. It was faith,
grounded in the promises of God.

12:3 Consider

him who endured from sinners such hostility
against himself, so that you may not grow weary or
fainthearted. 4 In your struggle against sin you have not yet
resisted to the point of shedding your blood. 5 And have
you forgotten the exhortation that addresses you as sons?
“My son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord,
nor be weary when reproved by him.
6 For the Lord disciplines the one he loves,
and chastises every son whom he receives.”
Hebrews 12:3-6

Consider him who endured from
sinners such hostility against himself,
so that you may not grow weary or
fainthearted. 4 In your struggle against
sin you have not yet resisted to the
point of shedding your blood. 5 And
have you forgotten the exhortation
that addresses you as sons?
“My son, do not regard lightly the
discipline of the Lord,
nor be weary when reproved by
him.
6
For the Lord disciplines the one he
loves,
and chastises every son whom he
receives.”

It is for discipline that you have to endure. God is treating
you as sons. For what son is there whom his father does not
discipline? 8 If you are left without discipline, in which all have
participated, then you are illegitimate children and not sons.
9 Besides this, we have had earthly fathers who disciplined us
and we respected them. Shall we not much more be subject
to the Father of spirits and live? 10 For they disciplined us for a
short time as it seemed best to them, but he disciplines us for
our good, that we may share his holiness. 11 For the moment
all discipline seems painful rather than pleasant, but later it
yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness to those who have
been trained by it.
7

Hebrews 12:7-11

7 It is for discipline that you have to
endure. God is treating you as sons.
For what son is there whom his father
does not discipline? 8 If you are left
without discipline, in which all have
participated, then you are illegitimate
children and not sons. 9 Besides this,
we have had earthly fathers who
disciplined us and we respected them.
Shall we not much more be subject to
the Father of spirits and live? 10 For
they disciplined us for a short time as
it seemed best to them, but he
disciplines us for our good, that we
may share his holiness. 11 For the
moment all discipline seems painful
rather than pleasant, but later it yields
the peaceful fruit of righteousness to
those who have been trained by it.

God’s Discipline v Man’s Discipline

God’s discipline is perfect, full of
understanding,
Not vengeful
Not out of spite
Not meaningless
Not done out of drunkeness or
selfishness

Corrections, Track changes, taking on
the feedback to improve.
What correction is God making in
your life?
What changes do you need to be
tracking?

Faith For Holiness

12:12 Therefore

lift your drooping hands and
strengthen your weak knees, 13 and make
straight paths for your feet, so that what is lame
may not be put out of joint but rather be healed.
14 Strive for peace with everyone, and for the
holiness without which no one will see the Lord.
Hebrews 12:12-14

Consider him who endured from
sinners such hostility against himself,
so that you may not grow weary or
fainthearted. 4 In your struggle against
sin you have not yet resisted to the
point of shedding your blood. 5 And
have you forgotten the exhortation
that addresses you as sons?
“My son, do not regard lightly the
discipline of the Lord,
nor be weary when reproved by
him.
6
For the Lord disciplines the one he
loves,
and chastises every son whom he
receives.”
7 It is for discipline that you have to
endure. God is treating you as sons.
For what son is there whom his father
does not discipline? 8 If you are left
without discipline, in which all have
participated, then you are illegitimate
children and not sons. 9 Besides this,
we have had earthly fathers who
disciplined us and we respected them.
Shall we not much more be subject to
the Father of spirits and live? 10 For
they disciplined us for a short time as
it seemed best to them, but he
disciplines us for our good, that we
may share his holiness. 11 For the
moment all discipline seems painful
rather than pleasant, but later it yields
the peaceful fruit of righteousness to
those who have been trained by it.

What is lame may not be
put out of joint but rather
be healed.

The parts of your life that are
preventing you from moving forward,
the areas of sin, bitterness, rejection
of God — done by making straight
paths for your feet.
Walking in holiness.

Holiness in our relationships.
Holiness in our person.

The way we treat one onother
The holiness in our respect for one
another and how we care for one
another.
Treating each other in respect, and
understanding and care.

The parts of your life that are
preventing you from moving forward,
the areas of sin, bitterness, rejection
of God — done by making straight
paths for your feet.
Walking in holiness.

If your situation seems hopeless,
where do you need to put your hope?
What corrections is God making in
your life?
What area do you need to strengthen
in holiness?

If your situation seems hopeless,
where do you need to put your hope?
What corrections is God making in
your life?
What area do you need to strengthen
in holiness?

COMMUNION

