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MATTHEW 5:14-16

“You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be
hidden. Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a
basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the
house. In the same way, let your light shine before others,
so that they may see your good works and give glory to
your Father who is in heaven.

13 “You are the salt of the earth, but if
salt has lost its taste, how shall its
saltiness be restored? It is no longer
good for anything except to be thrown
out and trampled under people's feet.
14 “You are the light of the world. A
city set on a hill cannot be hidden.
15 Nor do people light a lamp and put
it under a basket, but on a stand, and
it gives light to all in the house. 16 In
the same way, let your light shine
before others, so that they may see
your good works and give glory to
your Father who is in heaven.
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thinking.
What is you
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Good Works
MATTHEW 5:14

“You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be
hidden. Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a
basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the
house. In the same way, let your light shine before others,
so that they may see your good works and give glory to
your Father who is in heaven.

Good works — it’s not what we
usually think, moral living…

T HAT T H EY M AY SE E YOUR
GOOD WOR KS…

The Greek words for "good deeds"
usually mean not moral behavior in
general but deeds of compassion and
service

Good works — it’s not what we
usually think, moral living…

T HAT T H EY M AY SE E YOUR
GOOD WOR KS…
DEE DS OF COM PAS SION &
SE RVICE

Early Christian bishops in the Roman Empire were so wellknown for identifying with the poor and weak that
eventually, though part of a minority religion, they were
seen as having the right to speak for the local community
as a whole. The early church was known to be more
committed to and effective in help for the poor than was
the Roman gov ernment or other cultural institutions.
Unless that is true for us today as well, we should not
expect cultural impact. If the church does not identify
with the marginalised, it will itself be marginalised.
TIM KELLER / CITIES & SALT

The Greek words for "good deeds"
usually mean not moral behavior in
general but deeds of compassion and
service

Early Christian bishops in the Roman
Empire were so well-known for
identifying with the poor and weak
that eventually, though part of a
minority religion, they were seen as
having the right to speak for the local
community as a whole. The early
church was known to be more
committed to and eﬀective in help for
the poor than was the Roman gov
ernment or other cultural institutions.
Unless that is true for us today as
well, we should not expect cultural
impact. If the church does not identify
with the marginalized, it will itself be
marginalized.

A S A LIGHT OF CHR IST,
H OW A RE YOU
DEM ONSTRATIN G DE E D S O F
COM PA SSI ON & SE RVICE?

Trade, introducing new spices,
introducing new foods, new ways of
thinking.
What is you

CITY
NOT AN INDIVIDUAL
BUT A COMMUNITY

CH ILDRE N OF LIGHT
CITIZE NS O F HE AVE N

for at one time you were
darkness, but now you are
light in the Lord. Walk as
children of light (for the fruit
of light is found in all that is
good and right and true), and
try to discern what is
pleasing to the Lord.

But our citizenship is in
heaven, and from it we await
a Saviour, the Lord Jesus
Christ,
PHILIPPIANS 3:20

for at one time you were darkness, but
now you are light in the Lord. Walk as
children of light (for the fruit of light is
found in all that is good and right and
true), and try to discern what is
pleasing to the Lord.
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But our citizenship is in heaven, and
from it we await a Saviour, the Lord
Jesus Christ,
PHILIPPIANS 3:20

Jesus is saying that Christians can influence and keep
society from deteriorating, socially and culturally.
We not only affect the world as a counter-cultural
community ("light") but also as dispersed individuals who
take the Christian message and worldview into every circle
and sector of society.
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Jesus is saying that Christians can
influence and keep society from
deteriorating, socially and culturally.
We not only aﬀect the world as a
counter-cultural community ("light")
but also as dispersed individuals who
take the Christian message and
worldview into every circle and sector
of society.

SE NT INTO THE WO RLD
l o v e, h o nes ty, grace , h oliness,
j us tice , m ercy

SENT INTO THE WORLD
love, honesty, grace, holiness, justice,
mercy
SHOWING JESUS IN WORD & DEED

SHO W I NG J ES US IN WORD & D EE D

CI TI ZE N S O F HEAVEN ,
W HAT IS YOU R
CO NT RI BUTIO N TO T HI S
WOR LD?

Deeds of compassion and service?
A light that shines in your classroom?
In your school?
In your family?
In your online presence? Your
instagram? Your snapchat?
In your conversations?
YOU, child of light, brought out of
darkness, citizen of heaven — what is
your contribution to the world.

