THINGS WE SAY

It’s not that bad
IT’S NOT A BIG DEAL
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“You will not certainly die,” the serpent
said to the woman.“For God knows that
when you eat from it your eyes will be
opened, and you will be like God,
knowing good and evil.”
GENESIS 3:4
IT’S NOT THAT BAD… IS IT?

>3 Now the serpent was more crafty
than any of the wild animals the Lord
God had made. He said to the
woman, “Did God really say, ‘You
must not eat from any tree in the
garden’?”
>2 The woman said to the serpent,
“We may eat fruit from the trees in the
garden, 3 but God did say, ‘You must
not eat fruit from the tree that is in the
middle of the garden, and you must
not touch it, or you will die.’”
>4 “You will not certainly die,” the
serpent said to the woman. 5 “For
God knows that when you eat from it
your eyes will be opened, and you will
be like God, knowing good and evil.”
>6 When the woman saw that the fruit
of the tree was good for food and
pleasing to the eye, and also desirable
for gaining wisdom, she took some
and ate it. She also gave some to her
husband, who was with her, and he
ate it. 7 Then the eyes of both of them
were opened, and they realized they
were naked; so they sewed fig leaves
together and made coverings for
themselves.

It’s okay.
It’s not going to
kill me.

Phone addiction.
Procrastinating
What should they have said?
If you were in that situation what
would you have said?

Actually, i don’t
think that’s a
good idea.

It’s not worth worshipping something
else…
What do you worship more than God?

God’s not stupid. Neither am I.

Who do I
listen to?
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3 King Nebuchadnezzar made an image of
gold, sixty cubits high and six cubits wide, and
set it up on the plain of Dura in the province of
Babylon. 2 He then summoned them all to
come to the dedication of the image he had
set up. 3 So they all assembled for the
dedication of the image that King
Nebuchadnezzar had set up, and they stood
before it.
4 Then the herald loudly proclaimed, “Nations
and peoples of every language, this is what
you are commanded to do: 5 As soon as you
hear the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre,
harp, pipe and all kinds of music, you must fall
down and worship the image of gold that King
Nebuchadnezzar has set up. 6 Whoever does
not fall down and worship will immediately
be thrown into a blazing furnace.”
7 Therefore, as soon as they heard the sound
of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp and all kinds
of music, all the nations and peoples of every
language fell down and worshiped the image
of gold that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up.
8 At this time some astrologers came forward
and denounced the Jews. 9 They said to King
Nebuchadnezzar, “May the king live forever!
10 Your Majesty has issued a decree that
everyone who hears the sound of the horn,
flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipe and all kinds of
music must fall down and worship the image of
gold, 11 and that whoever does not fall down
and worship will be thrown into a blazing
furnace.
12 But there are some Jews whom you have
set over the aﬀairs of the province of
Babylon—Shadrach, Meshach and
Abednego—who pay no attention to you,
Your Majesty. They neither serve your gods
nor worship the image of gold you have set
up.”
13 Furious with rage, Nebuchadnezzar
summoned Shadrach, Meshach and
Abednego. So these men were brought before
the king, 14 and Nebuchadnezzar said to
them,
“Is it true, Shadrach, Meshach and
Abednego, that you do not serve my gods
or worship the image of gold I have set up?
15 Now when you hear the sound of the horn,
flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipe and all kinds of
music, if you are ready to fall down and
worship the image I made, very good. But if
you do not worship it, you will be thrown
immediately into a blazing furnace. Then what
god will be able to rescue you from my hand?”

HOW IS THIS
“If we are thrown into the blazing furnace,
POSSIBLE?!
the God we serve is able to deliver us from
it, and he will deliver us from Your Majesty’s
hand. But even if he does not, we want you
to know, Your Majesty, that we will not
serve your gods or worship the image of
gold you have set up.”
DANIEL 3:17-18

DANIEL 3:16-18

16 Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego replied
to him, “King Nebuchadnezzar, we do not
need to defend ourselves before you in this
matter. 17 If we are thrown into the blazing
furnace, the God we serve is able to deliver
us from it, and he will deliver us from Your
Majesty’s hand. 18 But even if he does not,
we want you to know, Your Majesty, that we
will not serve your gods or worship the
image of gold you have set up.”
…
24 Then King Nebuchadnezzar leaped to his
feet in amazement and asked his advisers,
“Weren’t there three men that we tied up and
threw into the fire?”
They replied, “Certainly, Your Majesty.”
25 He said, “Look! I see four men walking
around in the fire, unbound and unharmed, and
the fourth looks like a son of the gods.”
26 Nebuchadnezzar then approached the
opening of the blazing furnace and shouted,
“Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, servants
of the Most High God, come out! Come here!”
So Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego came
out of the fire, 27 and the satraps, prefects,
governors and royal advisers crowded around
them. They saw that the fire had not harmed
their bodies, nor was a hair of their heads
singed; their robes were not scorched, and
there was no smell of fire on them.
28 Then Nebuchadnezzar said, “Praise be to
the God of Shadrach, Meshach and
Abednego, who has sent his angel and
rescued his servants! They trusted in him and
defied the king’s command and were willing to
give up their lives rather than serve or worship
any god except their own God. 29 Therefore I
decree that the people of any nation or
language who say anything against the God of
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego be cut into
pieces and their houses be turned into piles of
rubble, for no other god can save in this way.”

It’s like

It doesn’t mean
anything.

I want what
God wants.

It’s not worth worshipping something
else…
What do you worship more than God?

I’ll trust him
to the end.

Looking to the end … my wife was
telling me about looking down a river
to see what it’s worth — you’ve got to
look down and see, actually is it worth
it.
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“You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses
its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It is
no longer good for anything, except to be thrown
out and trampled underfoot.

“You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be
hidden. Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl.
Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the
house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, that
they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.
Matthew 5:13-16

13 “You are the salt of the earth. But if
the salt loses its saltiness, how can it
be made salty again? It is no longer
good for anything, except to be
thrown out and trampled underfoot.
14 “You are the light of the world. A
town built on a hill cannot be hidden.
15 Neither do people light a lamp and
put it under a bowl. Instead they put it
on its stand, and it gives light to
everyone in the house. 16 In the same
way, let your light shine before others,
that they may see your good deeds
and glorify your Father in heaven.
**Matthew 5:13-16**

Times have
changed. It’s not
wrong now.

That’s not the
best version
of me.

We’re made to be the salt of the
earth… seasoning the world around
us.

I’m seasoned
with Christ!

Henry Clay Trumbull was, among
other things, a great personal
evangelist. One day he found himself
seated on a train next to a young man
who was drinking quite heavily. Each
time the young man opened his bottle,
he oﬀered a drink to Mr Trumbull, who
declined with thanks. Finally the
young man said to Mr Trumbull, “You
must think I’m a pretty rough fellow.”
Mr Trumbell’s gracious reply, “I think
you’re a very generous-hearted
fellow,” opened the way for an earnest
conversation with the young man
about his need to commit himself to
Christ.

CHANGE THE
THINGS WE SAY

1 I call to you, Lord, come quickly to
me;
hear me when I call to you.
2 May my prayer be set before you
like incense;
may the lifting up of my hands be
like the evening sacrifice.
3 Set a guard over my mouth, Lord;
keep watch over the door of my
lips.
4 Do not let my heart be drawn to
what is evil
so that I take part in wicked deeds
along with those who are evildoers;
do not let me eat their delicacies.
5 Let a righteous man strike me—that
is a kindness;
let him rebuke me—that is oil on my
head.
My head will not refuse it,
for my prayer will still be against the
deeds of evildoers.
6 Their rulers will be thrown down
from the cliﬀs,
and the wicked will learn that my
words were well spoken.
7 They will say, “As one plows and
breaks up the earth,
so our bones have been scattered
at the mouth of the grave.”
8 But my eyes are fixed on you,
Sovereign Lord;
in you I take refuge—do not give
me over to death.
9 Keep me safe from the traps set by
evildoers,
from the snares they have laid for
me.
10 Let the wicked fall into their own
nets,
while I pass by in safety.

